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Agenda for Western Regional Panel Meeting
Wednesday, July 30th 2025 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
	Agenda Item
	Discussion (Decisions, Future Action, Highlights)
	Decisions and Next Steps


	Attendees
	Todd Sage (Co-Chair), John Treahy (Co-Chair), Linda Brown, Ellen Kennedy, Tamaé Memole (PCA-NY), Elizabeth Stephenson (PCA-NY)
	

	Joint Meeting Debrief
Next steps: anonymous reporting bill, quarterly meetings
	· The panel agreed to meet quarterly with the commissioner and is open to an in person meeting. 
· PCA-NY is working with OCFS to schedule the next meeting with the Commissioner.
	· Elizabeth will send feedback on HEARS data to OCFS in combination with feedback from other panels.
· Tamaé will follow up with OCFS about data related to funds dedicated to concrete supports (made available to family resource centers).


	Preparation of a Letter to the Governor
In support of signing the Anonymous Reporting Legislation
	· The letter was sent out Tuesday, July 29th. 

	· The panel will identify any media outlets to which they may want to send the letter.
· A suggestion was made to share the letter with the service provider community and The Buffalo News.
· John will reach out to a contact about publishing the letter with COFCCA.

	
Process for Organizing Recommendations for the Upcoming Year

	· The chairs agreed to meet after the next joint meeting with OCFS to draft initial recommendations, which will be shared with panel members for feedback. Co-chairs will then reconvene to finalize them.
· Strategies to Advance Panel Recommendations:
· Look to set up meeting with the OCFS parent advisory group. 
· Add recommendations to collaborate with other state agencies to better utilize state funds to target families in need.
· Possible press release to make recommendations more public. 
· Meet with legislators to  follow up about the report. 
	· Elizabeth will resend the list of follow-up questions developed by the Eastern Panel to the Commissioner.
· Members will review and provide feedback or suggestions.


	Nominations
Candidates, status update and nomination process
	· PCA-NY is working on solidifying a nomination process for candidates and will forward candidate info to the panel for their awareness moving forward.
· The panel agreed that nominees should meet with Chairs during the nomination process so they can provide insight into the role.
· The panel suggests submitting a letter of support to the chosen elected’s offices endorsing the nominees.
	· PCA-NY to send nomination tracker to panels and provide periodic updates.
· There is one pending candidate to be followed up with. 
· John to confirm if a previous candidate is still interested and connect them with Elizabeth if so.

	
	
	

	Next Meeting
	TBA
	· Elizabeth will send out a poll in August to schedule a meeting in November.
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